
Final Exam Review:

What was Aristotle's basic position on music education and music as a profession as it relates to emotional responses to music?

Ex) Aristotle suggested that changes in mode, rhythm, or instrumentation in music can provoke changes in the emotional effects of the music. With regards, Aristotle advocated music education for youths in moderation. He considered Dorian music to be most appropriate, but discouraged a profession in music because he considered this a source of living through manipulation of spectators' emotions. He regarded a career in music to be vulgar.

Using your MTF text, explain Berlyne's inverted U function for hedonic value as it relates to Meyer's expectation theory.

Ex) Berlyne's "hedonic value" changes arousal in essence of an inverted-U function. Pieces that evoke little or no arousal, or high arousal, have less hedonic value than pieces that evoke an intermediate level of arousal. Meyer's expectation theory lies under the assumption that musical meaning is in the expectations it creates in the listener. Berlyne suggests that perception of complexity depends on musical training and familiarity, in turn, Meyer points out that anything acquires meaning if its connected with, or refers to, something beyond itself. In an event where the listener has experienced a musical sequence many times before, the listener learns to expect that sequence.

To the best of your ability, describe the brain mechanisms and related behavioral responses that take place during musical improvisation, as described in the podcast by Dr. Charles Limb.

Ex) During musical improvisation brain activity increased in the prefrontal cortex; the area of the brain linked with self-expression and individuality. Brain activity in the lateral prefrontal cortex decreased, also responsible for self-censoring.

Appraise claims about the effects of music on a human fetus.

Ex) A fetus can detect and respond to acoustic stimulation; in some cases, the stimulation can influence development. By the third trimester, the fetus has the ability to hear, process, and remember musical patterns. Although, claims about fetal responses to music, or "dancing," have no empirical evidence. Therefore, a fetus is unlikely to synchronize with music.

Briefly discuss the musical preferences of human infants.

Ex) An infants preference in music is often shaped by repeated exposure to typical rhythms in their environment. Musical preference in infants was interpreted as an indirect measure of musical memory, and is measured using the head-turning procedure. An infants degree of musical preference correlates with memory for the music. Infants prefer music they are familiar with.





From Ch. 8 in your MTF text, briefly describe the effects of visual cues (e.g. movement, facial expression) on the perception of emotion in musical performance.

Ex) Visual cues effect the perception of emotion in a musical performance; certain body movements used during a musicians performance are introduced for interpretive purposes. These gestures and facial expressions reflect the performers understanding of the music. Visual aspects of performance influence the emotion experiences of music. Facial expressions are capable of causing leading guitar sections to sound more or less dissonant and can cause melodic intervals to sound larger, smaller, happier, or sadder. Visual cues greatly influence the affective judgement of music.

As it is virtually impossible to identify a favorite song, please take the time to think about and identify one of your favorite songs, either recently or from another time period in your life. Identify what makes this song so meaningful to you both with the lyrics and more importantly, (for the purposes of this course) in the music itself. Use material in Ch. 8 of the Levitin text in your response, particularly information related to your preferences as they were developed by social influences and early exposure to music.

Ex) ONE of my favorite songs, although impossible to even narrow down favorite Beatle songs, is "Here Comes the Sun." It was one of the first Beatle songs I heard before taking an interest in their music. Although the vocal parts are repetitive they are a significant part of my attraction to the song. The phrase structure in correlation with the vocals create a happy feel to the song. There was very little early exposure to Beatles or like artists, it was introduced me to young, but wasn't very repetitive until I took my own liking into "oldies." My preference in Beatles music was a major component in like-music, and played a big part of my general taste.  

Briefly describe the argument for the origins of music as it relates to sexual selection.

Ex) Charles Darwin argued that music, like birdsong, originated in the evolutionary process of sexual selection. With regards, the primary function of music is to attract sexual mates, and in turn increase the chances of reproductive success. Darwin pointed out that whistling, for instance, attracts prey that can be captured and eaten. Furthermore, music generally attracts the attention of other people.

In your own words, briefly describe the notion of what Theory of Mind (ToM) means.

Also, in your own words, describe how ToM relates to music, particularly as musicality relates to emotional intelligence.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Ex) Theory of Mind (ToM) is to acknowledge people as beings who have beliefs, desires, emotions, and intentions. An individuals actions can be justified by accepting others under these circumstances. ToM enables an understanding between one another through cognitive interpretation, and with these interpretations the likelihood of effectively understanding, and influencing the behaviors of others heightens. ToM relates to music because music is interrelated to the mental state of individuals as it can further exploit the desires and emotions of a person.
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